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GOOF-OFFS 
Ma#hew Abate 
mabate13@gmail.com  
 
The following is an original puzzle collec4on 4tled Goof-offs. A Goof-off is sort of like a one-dimensional 
crossword, without numbered clues. 
 

 
 
 
The solver is provided three clues, and the answer to the puzzle is a word or phrase. One of the clues will 
correspond to the final answer, and the others will correspond to words formed by taking every other 
leDer of the final answer: 
 

 
 
Just as in a tradi4onal crossword, all cells in a Goof-off are “Checked” in the sense that every leDer 
entry will be part of two answers—and this is true even though the puzzle is linear (as opposed to 
gridded).  
 
Note: The phrase Goof-off, which gives the collec4on its name, exhibits a very special case of this 
property, where the two words that make up the phrase are the two words that make up the phrase:  
 

 
 
The same property is also true with the plural, Goof-offs, as well as the similarly spelled Good Odds 
(possible clue: Favorable probability).  
 
The puzzles begin on the next page—please enjoy.  



2 
 

 
Standard:  
 
Same rules as above—one of the clues corresponds to the final answer, and the others correspond to 
answers formed by alterna4ng leDers in the final answer. Remember: there is no special ordering to the 
clues; any of the three clues might correspond to the final answer. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
  
Party Mix:  
 
In this variant, I’ve given you three Goof-offs to solve at once! There are nine clues for three eight-leDer 
answers, but I don’t show you which clues correspond to which.  
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Tuplets:  
 
In this variant, you’ll have extra clues. Use the shading of the cells and the number of the clues 
to determine whether clues pertain to every third leDer or every fourth leDer of the final 
answer. 
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ANSWERS 
 
Standard: 
 

 
 
 
 
Party Mix: 
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Tuplets: 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 


